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" Mois de Marie " in French churches, or if he has
heard a fervid and earnest preacher at the end of
them urge on a church full of young people, fresh
from Confirmation and first Communion, a special and
personal self-dedication to the great patroness for
protection amid the daily trials of life, in much the
same terms as in an English Church they might be
exhorted to commit themselves to the Redeemer of
mankind ? Right or wrong, such devotion is not a
matter of the "festive aspect'3 of religion, but most
eminently of what is "personal and primary" in it;
and surely of such a character is a vast proportion of
the popular devotion here spoken of.

But for himself, no doubt, he has accepted this
cuttus on its most elevated and refined side. He
himself makes the distinction, and says that there is
" a healthy " and an " artificial" form of it; a devotion
which does not shock "solid piety and Christian
good sense; I cannot help calling this the English
style." And when other sides are presented to him,
he feels what any educated Englishman who allows
his English feelings play is apt to feel about them.
What is more, he has the boldness to say so. He
makes all kinds of reserves to save the credit of those
with whom he cannot sympathise. He speaks of
the privileges of Saints; the peculiarities of national
temperament; the distinctions between popular
language and that used by scholastic writers, or
otherwise marked by circumstances; the special
characters of some of the writers quoted, their "ruth-